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Over the past few centuries, as Western civilization has enjoyed an expansive and flexible geographic
domain, Westerners have observed other cultures with little interest in a return gaze. In turn, these other
civilizations have been similarly disinclined when they have held sway. Clearly, though, an external frame of
reference outstrips introspection—we cannot see ourselves as others see us. Unprecedented in its scope,
What the Rest Think of the West provides a rich historical look through the eyes of outsiders as they survey
and scrutinize the politics, science, technology, religion, family practices, and gender roles of civilizations
not their own. The book emphasizes the broader figurative meaning of looking west in the scope of history.

Focusing on four civilizations—Islamic, Japanese, Chinese, and South Asian—Nader has collected
observations made over centuries by scholars, diplomats, missionaries, travelers, merchants, and students
reflecting upon their own “Wests.” These writings derive from a range of purposes and perspectives, such as
the seventh-century Chinese Buddhist who goes west to India, the missionary from Baghdad who travels up
the Volga in the tenth century and meets the Vikings, and the Egyptian imam who in 1826 is sent to Paris to
study the French. The accounts variously express critique, adoration, admiration, and fear, and are sometimes
humorous, occasionally disturbing, at times controversial, and always enlightening. With informative
introductions to each of the selections, Laura Nader initiates conversations about the power of
representational practices.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Hines:

This book untitled What the Rest Think of the West: Since 600 AD to be one of several books that best seller
in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Rachel Robertson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read will
be What the Rest Think of the West: Since 600 AD.

Jeffrey Baptiste:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this What the Rest Think of the West: Since 600
AD reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt What the Rest Think of the West: Since
600 AD as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can
break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!?
Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Willie Batres:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read.
If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The What the Rest Think of the West:
Since 600 AD will give you new experience in reading a book.
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