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One of America's most popular Jewish writers, Chaim Potok (b. 1929) is the author of such novels as The
Chosen (1967), The Promise (1969), The Book of Lights (1981), and Davita's Harp (1985). Each of his
novels explores the tension between tradition and modernity, and the clash between Jewish culture and
contemporary Western civilization, which he calls "core-to-core culture confrontation."

Although primarily known as a novelist, Potok is an ordained Conservative rabbi and a world-class Judaic
scholar who has also published children's books, theological discourses, biographies, and histories.

Conversations with Chaim Potok presents interviews ranging from 1976 to 1999. Potok discusses the broad
range of his writing and the deep influence of non-Jewish novels-in particular, Evelyn Waugh's Brideshead
Revisited and James Joyce's Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man-on his work. Interviews bear witness to
Potok's many other influences-Orthodox Jewish doctrine, Freudian psychoanalytical theory, Picasso's
Guernica, and Jewish kabbalah mysticism.

Though labeled an American Jewish writer, Potok argues that Flannery O'Connor should then be called an
American Catholic writer and John Updike an American Protestant writer. "In his mind," editor Daniel
Walden writes, "just as Faulkner was a writer focused on a particular place, Oxford, Mississippi, . . . so
Potok's territory was a small section of New York City."

Potok often explores conflict in his writings and in his interviews. Strict Jewish teachings deem fiction an
artifice and therefore unnecessary, yet since the age of sixteen Potok has been driven to write novels. At the
root of all of these conversations is Potok's intense interest in the turmoil between Jewish culture, religion,
and tradition and what he calls "Western secular humanism."

As he discusses his work, he continually includes broader issues, such as the state of Jewish literature and
art, pointing out with pride and enthusiasm his belief that Jewish culture, in the twentieth century, has finally
begun to have a significant role in producing and shaping the world's art and literature. Whether discussing
the finer details of Talmudic textual analysis or his period of chaplaincy during the Korean War, Potok is
articulate and philosophical, bringing deep consideration into what may seem small subjects. Although his
novels and histories take place primarily in the recent past, the Chaim Potok that emerges from this
collection is a writer deeply rooted in the tensions of the present.

Daniel Walden is Professor Emeritus of American Studies, English and Comparative Literature at Penn State
University. He has written or edited several books, including On Being Jewish (1974), Twentieth Century
American Jewish Writers (1984), The World of Chaim Potok (1985), and American Jewish Poets: The Roots
and the Stems (1990).
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From reader reviews:

Christine Willis:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Conversations with Chaim Potok
(Literary Conversations) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable
book with you?

Lise Callicoat:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Conversations with Chaim Potok (Literary Conversations) this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Sheila Messina:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Conversations with
Chaim Potok (Literary Conversations) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.

Jessie Davis:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
Among the books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Conversations with Chaim Potok
(Literary Conversations). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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