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Yiddish is everywhere. We hear words like nosh, schlep, and schmutz all the time, but how did these words
come to pepper American English? In Yiddishkeit: Jewish Vernacular and the New Land, Harvey Pekar and
Paul Buhle trace the influence of Yiddish from medieval Europe to the tenements of New York’s Lower East
Side. This comics anthology contains original stories by notable writers and artists such as Barry Deutsch,
Peter Kuper, Spain Rodriguez, and Sharon Rudahl. Through illustrations, comics art, and a full-length play,
four major themes are explored: culture, performance, assimilation, and the revival of the language. The last
fully realized work by Harvey Pekar, this book is a thoughtful compilation that reveals the far-reaching
influences of Yiddish.

Praise for Yiddishkeit:

“The book is about what Neal Gabler in his introduction labels ‘Jewish sensibility.’ It pervades this volume,
which he acknowledges is messy; he writes: ‘You really can't define Yiddishkeit neatly in words or pictures.
You sort of have to feel it by wading into it.’ The book does this with gusto.” —New York Times

“Yiddishkeit is as colorful, bawdy, and charming as the culture it seeks to represent.”
—Print magazine

“every bit of it brimming with the charm and flavor of its subject and seamlessly meshing with the text to
create a genuinely compelling, scholarly comics experience”
—Publishers Weekly

“Yiddishkeit is a book that truly informs about Jewish culture and, in the process, challenges readers to pick
apart their own vocabulary.” —Chicago Tribune
“a postvernacular tour de force”
—The Forward

“A fascinating and enlightening effort that takes full use of the graphic storytelling medium in an insightful

and revelatory way.” —The Miami Herald

“With a loving eye Pekar and Buhle extract moments and personalities from Yiddish history.” —Hadassah

“gorgeous comix-style portraits of Yiddish writers”
 ––Tablet 

“Yiddishkeit has managed to survive, if just barely, not because there are individuals dedicated to its
survival, though there are, but because Yiddishkeit is an essential part of both the Jewish and the human
experience.” 
—Neal Gabler, author of An Empire of Their Own: How the Jews Invented Hollywood, from his introduction

"The hearty hardcover is a scrumptious smorgasbord of comics, essays, and illustrations, edited by Harvey
Pekar and Paul Buhle, providing concentrated tastes, with historical context, of Yiddish theater, literature,



characters and culture." —Heeb magazine
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From reader reviews:

Blanche Watson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Yiddishkeit: Jewish Vernacular and the
New Land is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Patrick Allen:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot
more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Yiddishkeit: Jewish Vernacular and
the New Land book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Cheree Rodriquez:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Yiddishkeit: Jewish Vernacular and the New Land can be fine
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Joshua Yoshida:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Yiddishkeit: Jewish Vernacular and the New Land
to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and
reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the
publication Yiddishkeit: Jewish Vernacular and the New Land can to be your brand new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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