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Taking the reader into the heart of one of the fastest-growing religious movements in North America, Sabina
Magliocco reveals how the disciplines of anthropology and folklore were fundamental to the early
development of Neo-Paganism and the revival of witchcraft. Magliocco examines the roots that this religious
movement has in a Western spiritual tradition of mysticism disavowed by the Enlightenment. She explores,
too, how modern Pagans and Witches are imaginatively reclaiming discarded practices and beliefs to create
religions more in keeping with their personal experience of the world as sacred and filled with meaning.
Neo-Pagan religions focus on experience, rather than belief, and many contemporary practitioners have had
mystical experiences. They seek a context that normalizes them and creates in them new spiritual dimensions
that involve change in ordinary consciousness.

Magliocco analyzes magical practices and rituals of Neo-Paganism as art forms that reanimate the cosmos
and stimulate the imagination of its practitioners. She discusses rituals that are put together using materials
from a variety of cultural and historical sources, and examines the cultural politics surrounding the
movement—how the Neo-Pagan movement creates identity by contrasting itself against the dominant culture
and how it can be understood in the context of early twenty-first-century identity politics.

Witching Culture is the first ethnography of this religious movement to focus specifically on the role of
anthropology and folklore in its formation, on experiences that are central to its practice, and on what it
reveals about identity and belief in twenty-first-century North America.
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From reader reviews:

Patti Metivier:

The book Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-Paganism in America (Contemporary Ethnography) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a
book Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-Paganism in America (Contemporary Ethnography)? Some of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-Paganism
in America (Contemporary Ethnography) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Elena Sparrow:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-
Paganism in America (Contemporary Ethnography) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Guadalupe Ramsey:

The particular book Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-Paganism in America (Contemporary Ethnography)
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-Paganism in America (Contemporary Ethnography) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.

Terry Brown:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Witching Culture: Folklore and Neo-Paganism in America (Contemporary
Ethnography) can make you experience more interested to read.
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