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The Box Social & Other Stories gathers together nine of James Reaney's short fictions written in the 40s and
early 50s and never previously collected in book form.

The collection takes its title from a short piece the author originally published in the University College
Undergrad and which provoked a firestorm of eight hundred angry letters from subscribers when it was
republished nationally in the New Liberty in the late 40s. It also thwarted the young author's designs on the
editorship of the Undergrad because of his clear moral unsuitability for such an august position. (This is
doubtful, because the Undergrad eventually came to be edited, thirty years later, by PQL publisher Tim
Inkster.) `The Box Social' is remarkable, not only that it introduced the theme of date rape to Canadian
literature some thirty years before the phrase was coined, but also that it is told from Sylvia's point of view,
and yet again that it ends with one of the quietest lines of literary vitriol imaginable ... ` ``I hated you so
much,'' she said softly.'

If Alice Munro has put the sexually awakening female under glass in Lives of Girls and Women, then The
Box Social could just as easily have been titled Lives of Boys and Men.

In `The Bully', the brutality of what passes for etiquette in secondary school is contrasted with the simpler
life of the farm personified in Noreen who drops grain in the shape of letters to feed her chickens -- `so that
when the hens ate the grain they were forced to spell out Noreen's initials or to form a cross and circle. There
were just enough hens to make this rather an interesting game. Sometimes, I know, Noreen spelled out whole
sentences in this way, a letter or two each night, and I often wondered to whom she was writing up in the
sky.' `The Bully' was included in The New Oxford Book of Canadian Short Stories edited by Margaret
Atwood and Robert Weaver.

The young Margaret Atwood first encountered `The Bully' as an undergraduate. She read the story, oddly
enough, in an anthology edited by Robert Weaver, and the experience was apparently seminal to her own
development as a writer of fiction ...
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Lewis:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Box Social & Other
Stories book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Charles Owens:

The ability that you get from The Box Social & Other Stories will be the more deep you looking the
information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but The Box Social & Other Stories giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this particular The Box Social & Other Stories instantly.

Kenneth Hoy:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Box Social & Other Stories, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Kevin Shepherd:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and The Box Social & Other Stories or maybe others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them
to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Box Social &
Other Stories to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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