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In the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, the German intellectual world was challenged by a
growing distrust in the rational ideals of the enlightenment, and consequently by a belief in the existence of a
radical ‘cultural crisis’. One response to this crisis was the emergence of ‘Life Philosophy’, which celebrated
the irrational, expressive, instinctive and spontaneous, while rejecting the rational, conscious, and logical.
Around the same time and place, Zionist thought crystallized. It discussed issues like the ‘Jewish essence’,
the creation of a new Jewish person and a new Jewish community, return to the Jewish homeland, and the
negation of the diasporic way of life.

This book explores the connections between Zionism and Life Philosophy, and argues that Life Philosophy
represents a modern secularized version of gnostic dualism between God and world, and that this was a
particular secular impulse that lay at the core of the Zionist political mission. Consisting of two main
sections, the book first shows the manner in which Life Philosophy should be understood as a modern,
secularized, gnostic theology, before concluding by discussing its political Zionist interpretation.

Drawing on published works of a wide range of thinkers and intellectuals, alongside a variety of unpublished
materials, this book will be welcomed by students and scholars of Jewish studies, the philosophy of Judaism,
and religion and philosophy more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Mack:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and
Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series). Try to make book Modern Gnosis and Zionism:
The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) as
your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Jill White:

The book Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought
(Routledge Jewish Studies Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave a good thing like a book Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life
Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series)? A few of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life
Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Andrea Whitt:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish
National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Benita Newton:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The
Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) can be the



response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading
in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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