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At first glance, Shakespeare’s early comedy Love’s Labor’s Lost simply entertains and amuses. Four young
men (one of them a king) withdraw from the world for three years, taking an oath that they will have nothing
to do with women. The King of Navarre soon learns, however, that the Princess of France and her ladies are
about to arrive. Although he lodges them outside of his court, all four men fall in love with the ladies,
abandoning their oaths and setting out to win their hands.

The laughter triggered by this story is augmented by subplots involving a braggart soldier, a clever page,
illiterate servants, a parson, a schoolmaster, and a constable so dull that he is named Dull. Letters and poems
are misdelivered, confessions are overheard, entertainments are presented, and language is played with, and
misused, by the ignorant and learned alike.

At a deeper level, Love’s Labor’s Lost also teases the mind. The men begin with the premise that women
either are seductresses or goddesses. The play soon makes it clear, however, that the reality of male-female
relations is different. That women are not identical to men’s images of them is a common theme in
Shakespeare’s plays. In Love’s Labor’s Lost it receives one of its most pressing examinations.

The authoritative edition of Love's Labor's Lost from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely
used Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play
-Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play
-Scene-by-scene plot summaries
-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases
-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language
-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play
-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books
-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by William C. Carroll

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of
Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

The book Love's Labor's Lost (Folger Shakespeare Library) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Tommy Heckman:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This specific Love's Labor's Lost (Folger Shakespeare Library) can give
you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Love's Labor's Lost (Folger Shakespeare Library).

Dennis Stclair:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Love's Labor's Lost (Folger Shakespeare Library) was filled in relation to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people
has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Janie Williams:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Love's Labor's Lost (Folger Shakespeare
Library) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it.
Beside that the publication Love's Labor's Lost (Folger Shakespeare Library) can to be your brand new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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