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Kiku's Prayer is told through the eyes of Kiku, a self-assured young woman from a rural Japanese village
who falls in love with Seikichi, a devoted Catholic man. Practicing a faith still banned by the government,
Seikichi is imprisoned but refuses to recant under torture. Kiku's efforts to reconcile her feelings for
Seikichi's religion with the sacrifices she makes to free him mirror the painful, conflicting choices Japan
faced as a result of exposure to modernity and the West. Seikichi's persecution exemplifies Japan's
insecurities, and Kiku's tortured yet determined spirit represents the nation's resilient soul.

Set in the turbulent years of the transition from the shogunate to the Meiji Restoration, Kiku's Prayer
embodies themes central to Endo Shusaku's work, including religion, modernization, and the endurance of
the human spirit. Yet this novel is much more than a historical allegory. It acutely renders one woman's
troubled encounter with passion and spirituality at a transitional time in her life and in the history of her
people. A renowned twentieth-century Japanese author, Endo wrote from the perspective of being both
Japanese and Catholic. His work is often compared with that of Graham Greene, who himself considered
Endo one of the century's finest writers.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Wallace:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia).

Geraldine Schrader:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Kiku's Prayer: A
Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Gregory Kile:

This Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) is great reserve for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt this?

Russell Howell:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Kiku's Prayer: A Novel (Weatherhead Books
on Asia) can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Kiku's Prayer: A
Novel (Weatherhead Books on Asia).
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