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Now more than ever, a clear historical understanding of the conflicts that have engulfed the world is
essential. In The First World War, one of the most respected historians of his generation offers a brief but
hugely readable narrative account of WWI, its causes and consequences, and the many historical
controversies surrounding the origin and conduct of the war.
Karl von Clausewitz wrote that war is a trinity composed of the policy of the government, the activities of
the military, and the passions of the people. Michael Howard argues that "each of these must be taken into
account if we are to understand both why the war happened and why it took the course it did." In nine brisk
chapters, Howard lays out the historical situation in Europe in 1914, the dispositions of the major
belligerents prior to the war, the causes of war, the major campaigns, the entrance of the United States, the
crisis, victory, and settlement of the war. Along the way, he offers compelling insights into the political
motivations, military actions, and the "passions of the people" that contributed most strongly to the outcome
of the war.
There is no other short history of WWI on the market today written by a historian of Michael Howard's
stature. For anyone wishing to gain a quick but authoritative understanding of one of the most crucial events
of the twentieth century, The First World War is the best place to begin.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcotte:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The First World War (Very Short
Introductions) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Charles Dame:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The First World War (Very Short
Introductions) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Brad Hawkes:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is The
First World War (Very Short Introductions).

Aimee Nguyen:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
The First World War (Very Short Introductions). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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