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Focusing on the master-slave relationship in Louisiana’s antebellum sugarcane country, The Sugar Masters
explores how a modern, capitalist mind-set among planters meshed with old-style paternalistic attitudes to
create one of the South’s most insidiously oppressive labor systems. As author Richard Follett vividly
demonstrates, the agricultural paradise of Louisiana’s thriving sugarcane fields came at an unconscionable
cost to slaves.

Thanks to technological and business innovations, sugar planters stood as models of capitalist
entrepreneurship by midcentury. But above all, labor management was the secret to their impressive success.
Follett explains how in exchange for increased productivity and efficiency they offered their slaves a range
of incentives, such as greater autonomy, improved accommodations, and even financial remuneration. These
material gains, however, were only short term.

According to Follett, many of Louisiana’s sugar elite presented their incentives with a "facade of paternal
reciprocity" that seemingly bound the slaves’ interests to the apparent goodwill of the masters, but in fact,
the owners sought to control every aspect of the slaves’s lives, from reproduction to discretionary income.
Slaves responded to this display of paternalism by trying to enhance their rights under bondage, but the
constant bargaining process invariably led to compromises on their part, and the grueling production pace
never relented. The only respite from their masters’ demands lay in fashioning their own society, including
outlets for religion, leisure, and trade.

Until recently, scholars have viewed planters as either paternalistic lords who eschewed marketplace values
or as entrepreneurs driven to business success. Follett offers a new view of the sugar masters as embracing
both the capitalist market and a social ideology based on hierarchy, honor, and paternalism. His stunning
synthesis of empirical research, demographics study, and social and cultural history sets a new standard for
this subject.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal McDonough:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Sugar Masters: Planters and Slaves in Louisiana's
Cane World, 1820-1860 book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Mark Clark:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Sugar Masters: Planters and
Slaves in Louisiana's Cane World, 1820-1860 book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Donna Moore:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The The Sugar Masters: Planters and Slaves in Louisiana's Cane World, 1820-1860 will give you
new experience in examining a book.

Jean Cunningham:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named
of book The Sugar Masters: Planters and Slaves in Louisiana's Cane World, 1820-1860. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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