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An illustrated history of the Mafia, focusing on this highly developed criminal organization both as a cult
subject and an important social phenomenon. Movie classics like The Godfather epitomize our fascination
with the underworld of the Mafia, conjuring images of cigar-smoking dons and shoot-outs in pizzerias. But
behind the romantic myths of "men of honor" and omertà lies a very real world of murder, racketeering, and
organized crime. Marco Gasparini traces the evolution of the Mafia from nineteenth-century Sicily to the
streets of twentieth-century New York, to the international cartels that rule the illegal drug and arms trades
today. In this authoritative volume he exposes the many secrets of an "octopus" organization that has
remained impenetrable for decades, despite the efforts of heroic crime fighters such as New York police
officer Joe Petrosino and the similarly ill-fated Italian judge Giovanni Falcone almost a century later. We
discover the Mafia’s greatest godfathers, underbosses, and "soldiers," as well as its pentiti (or turncoats) and
the most formidable wives of Mafiosi. This book not only focuses on the original Sicilian Cosa Nostra and
its various branches—such as Al Capone’s Chicago Outfit or the still existent Corleonesi—it also features
the equally bloody Neapolitan Camorra, which inspired the compelling documentary Gomorrah, and the
Japanese Yakuza, the largest organized crime group in the world today, as well as the ever-growing Russian
and Chinese "mafias." Mafia reveals the multi-faceted reality behind a phenomenon that has sparked the
popular imagination for decades.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Curtin:

Typically the book The Mafia: History and Legend will bring someone to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The Mafia: History and Legend is much recommended to you
to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Daniel Rhoads:

This The Mafia: History and Legend is new way for you who has attention to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Mafia: History and Legend can be
the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Maryann Carson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you also know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Mafia:
History and Legend.

Harvey Sanchez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which
filled update of news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for
you actually. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference
book, new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just in search of the The Mafia: History and Legend when you essential it?
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