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The Ephrussis were a grand banking family, as rich and respected as the Rothschilds, who "burned like a
comet" in nineteenth-century Paris and Vienna society. Yet by the end of World War II, almost the only
thing remaining of their vast empire was a collection of 264 wood and ivory carvings, none of them larger
than a matchbox.

The renowned ceramicist Edmund de Waal became the fifth generation to inherit this small and exquisite
collection of netsuke. Entranced by their beauty and mystery, he determined to trace the story of his family
through the story of the collection.

The netsuke—drunken monks, almost-ripe plums, snarling tigers—were gathered by Charles Ephrussi at the
height of the Parisian rage for all things Japanese. Charles had shunned the place set aside for him in the
family business to make a study of art, and of beautiful living. An early supporter of the Impressionists, he
appears, oddly formal in a top hat, in Renoir's Luncheon of the Boating Party. Marcel Proust studied Charles
closely enough to use him as a model for the aesthete and lover Swann in Remembrance of Things Past.

Charles gave the carvings as a wedding gift to his cousin Viktor in Vienna; his children were allowed to play
with one netsuke each while they watched their mother, the Baroness Emmy, dress for ball after ball. Her
older daughter grew up to disdain fashionable society. Longing to write, she struck up a correspondence with
Rilke, who encouraged her in her poetry.

The Anschluss changed their world beyond recognition. Ephrussi and his cosmopolitan family were
imprisoned or scattered, and Hitler's theorist on the "Jewish question" appropriated their magnificent palace
on the Ringstrasse. A library of priceless books and a collection of Old Master paintings were confiscated by
the Nazis. But the netsuke were smuggled away by a loyal maid, Anna, and hidden in her straw mattress.
Years after the war, she would find a way to return them to the family she'd served even in their exile.

In The Hare with Amber Eyes, Edmund de Waal unfolds the story of a remarkable family and a tumultuous
century. Sweeping yet intimate, it is a highly original meditation on art, history, and family, as elegant and
precise as the netsuke themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Ruiz:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Hare with
Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Jo Melvin:

Here thing why this specific The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art
and Loss giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
book that similar with The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in
your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss in e-book can be your substitute.

Marsha Young:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss can be your answer because it can be
read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Jill Lee:

You can find this The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Family's Century of Art and Loss by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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