
When They Severed Earth from Sky: How the
Human Mind Shapes Myth

Elizabeth Wayland Barber, Paul T. Barber

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0691099863
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0691099863
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0691099863


When They Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human Mind
Shapes Myth

Elizabeth Wayland Barber, Paul T. Barber

When They Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human Mind Shapes Myth Elizabeth Wayland Barber,
Paul T. Barber

Why were Prometheus and Loki envisioned as chained to rocks? What was the Golden Calf? Why are
mirrors believed to carry bad luck? How could anyone think that mortals like Perseus, Beowulf, and St.
George actually fought dragons, since dragons don't exist? Strange though they sound, however, these
"myths" did not begin as fiction.

This absorbing book shows that myths originally transmitted real information about real events and
observations, preserving the information sometimes for millennia within nonliterate societies. Geologists'
interpretations of how a volcanic cataclysm long ago created Oregon's Crater Lake, for example, is echoed
point for point in the local myth of its origin. The Klamath tribe saw it happen and passed down the story--
for nearly 8,000 years.

We, however, have been literate so long that we've forgotten how myths encode reality. Recent studies of
how our brains work, applied to a wide range of data from the Pacific Northwest to ancient Egypt to modern
stories reported in newspapers, have helped the Barbers deduce the characteristic principles by which such
tales both develop and degrade through time. Myth is in fact a quite reasonable way to convey important
messages orally over many generations--although reasoning back to the original events is possible only
under rather specific conditions.

Our oldest written records date to 5,200 years ago, but we have been speaking and mythmaking for perhaps
100,000. This groundbreaking book points the way to restoring some of that lost history and teaching us
about human storytelling.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Jones:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will need this When They Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human Mind Shapes Myth.

Irene Delong:

The book When They Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human Mind Shapes Myth can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book When They Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human Mind Shapes Myth? Several of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book When They Severed Earth from Sky: How
the Human Mind Shapes Myth has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can search the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Wiley Wagner:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept When They
Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human Mind Shapes Myth suitable to you? The book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled When They Severed Earth from Sky: How the Human
Mind Shapes Mythis a single of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Ian Sharpless:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This When They Severed Earth
from Sky: How the Human Mind Shapes Myth can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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