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Today it is widely recognized that gay men played a prominent role in defining the culture of mid-twentieth-
century America, with such icons as Tennessee Williams, Edward Albee, Aaron Copland, Samuel Barber,
Montgomery Clift, and Rock Hudson defining much of what seemed distinctly "American" on the stage and
screen. Even though few gay artists were "out," their sexuality caused significant anxiety during a time of
rampant antihomosexual attitudes. Michael Sherry offers a sophisticated analysis of the tension between the
nation's simultaneous dependence on and fear of the cultural influence of gay artists.

Sherry places conspiracy theories about the "homintern" (homosexual international) taking control and
debasing American culture within the paranoia of the time that included anticommunism, anti-Semitism, and
racism. Gay artists, he argues, helped shape a lyrical, often nationalist version of American modernism that
served the nation's ambitions to create a cultural empire and win the Cold War. Their success made them
valuable to the country's cultural empire but also exposed them to rising antigay sentiment voiced even at the
highest levels of power (for example, by President Richard Nixon). Only late in the twentieth century, Sherry
concludes, did suspicion slowly give way to an uneasy accommodation of gay artists' place in American life.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Wren:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined
Conspiracy (Caravan Book).

Janice Saucier:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Gay Artists in Modern American
Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kim Salgado:

The e-book untitled Gay Artists in Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book) is
the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Gay Artists in
Modern American Culture: An Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Paul Simpson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Gay Artists in Modern American Culture:
An Imagined Conspiracy (Caravan Book) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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