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Written as a cultural weapon and a call to arms, Howl touched a raw nerve in Cold War America and has
been controversial from the day it was first read aloud nearly fifty years ago. This first full critical and
historical study of Howl brilliantly elucidates the nexus of politics and literature in which it was written and
gives striking new portraits of Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, and William Burroughs. Drawing from newly
released psychiatric reports on Ginsberg, from interviews with his psychiatrist, Dr. Philip Hicks, and from
the poet's journals, American Scream shows how Howl brought Ginsberg and the world out of the closet of a
repressive society. It also gives the first full accounting of the literary figures—Eliot, Rimbaud, and
Whitman—who influenced Howl, definitively placing it in the tradition of twentieth-century American
poetry for the first time.

As he follows the genesis and the evolution of Howl, Jonah Raskin constructs a vivid picture of a poet and an
era. He illuminates the development of Beat poetry in New York and San Francisco in the 1950s--focusing
on historic occasions such as the first reading of Howl at Six Gallery in San Francisco in 1955 and the
obscenity trial over the poem's publication. He looks closely at Ginsberg's life, including his relationships
with his parents, friends, and mentors, while he was writing the poem and uses this material to illuminate the
themes of madness, nakedness, and secrecy that pervade Howl.

A captivating look at the cultural climate of the Cold War and at a great American poet, American Scream
finally tells the full story of Howl—a rousing manifesto for a generation and a classic of twentieth-century
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Brewster:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The
particular American Scream: Allen Ginsberg's Howl and the Making of the Beat Generation is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Esmeralda Rossman:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this American Scream: Allen Ginsberg's Howl and the Making of the Beat Generation, you can tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a publication.

Michael Spicer:

Why? Because this American Scream: Allen Ginsberg's Howl and the Making of the Beat Generation is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

James Coles:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide
that need more time to be go through. American Scream: Allen Ginsberg's Howl and the Making of the Beat
Generation can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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