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This book offers a novel and proven approach to the retention and success of underrepresented students. It
advocates a strategic approach through which an institution sets clear goals and metrics and integrates the
identity support work of cultural / diversity centers with skill building through cohort activities, enabling
students to successfully navigate college, graduate on time and transition to the world of work. Underlying
the process is an intersectional and identity-conscious, rather than identity-centered, framework that
addresses the complexity of students’ assets and needs as they encounter the unfamiliar terrain of college.

In the current landscape of higher education, colleges and universities normally divide their efforts between
departments and programs that explicitly work on developing students’ identities and separate departments
or programs that work on retaining and graduating higher-risk students. This book contends that the gap
between cultural/diversity centers and institutional retention efforts is both a missed opportunity and one that
perpetuates the opportunity gap between students of color and low-income students and their peers.

Identity-consciousness, the central framework of this book, differs from an identity-centric approach where
the identity itself is the focus of the intervention. For example, a Latino men’s program can be developed as
an identity-centered initiative if the outcomes of the program are all tied to a deeper or more complex
understanding of one’s Latino-ness and/or masculinity. Alternately, this same program can be an identity-
conscious student success program if it is designed from the ground up with the students’ racial and gender
identities in mind, but the intended outcomes are tied to student success, such as term-to-term credit
completion, yearly persistence, engagement in high-impact practices, or timely graduation.

Following the introductory chapter focused on framing how we understand risk and success in the academy,
the remaining chapters present programmatic interventions that have been tested and found effective for
students of color, working class college students, and first-generation students. Each chapter opens with a
student story to frame the problem, outlines the key research that informs the program, and offers sufficient
descriptive information for staff or faculty considering implementing a similar identity-conscious
intervention on their campus. The chapters conclude with a discussion of assessment, and suggested “Action
Items” as starting points.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Dickison:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Closing the Opportunity Gap: Identity-Conscious Strategies
for Retention and Student Success it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book provides high quality.

Robert Hicks:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Closing the Opportunity Gap: Identity-
Conscious Strategies for Retention and Student Success is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Michelle Mills:

Beside this kind of Closing the Opportunity Gap: Identity-Conscious Strategies for Retention and Student
Success in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow village. It is good thing to have Closing the Opportunity Gap: Identity-Conscious Strategies for
Retention and Student Success because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book
but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Glen Bass:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Closing the Opportunity Gap: Identity-Conscious Strategies for Retention



and Student Success can make you really feel more interested to read.
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