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From constructing new buildings to describing rival-controlled areas as morally and physically dangerous,
leaders in late antiquity fundamentally shaped their physical environment and thus the events that unfolded
within it. Controlling Contested Places maps the city of Antioch (Antakya, Turkey) through the
topographically sensitive vocabulary of cultural geography, demonstrating the critical role played by
physical and rhetorical spatial contests during the tumultuous fourth century. Paying close attention to the
manipulation of physical places, Christine Shepardson exposes some of the powerful forces that structured
the development of religious orthodoxy and orthopraxy in the late Roman Empire.

Theological claims and political support were not the only significant factors in determining which Christian
communities gained authority around the Empire. Rather, Antioch’s urban and rural places, far from being
an inert backdrop against which events transpired, were ever-shifting sites of, and tools for, the negotiation
of power, authority, and religious identity. This book traces the ways in which leaders like John Chrysostom,
Theodoret, and Libanius encouraged their audiences to modify their daily behaviors and transform their
interpretation of the world (and landscape) around them. Shepardson argues that examples from Antioch
were echoed around the Mediterranean world, and similar types of physical and rhetorical manipulations
continue to shape the politics of identity and perceptions of religious orthodoxy to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Meadows:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Controlling Contested Places:
Late Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Deana Broom:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Controlling Contested Places: Late
Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy, you may enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Iona Calhoun:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Controlling Contested Places: Late Antique
Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Kristi Duncan:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Controlling Contested Places: Late
Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy can give you a lot of good friends because
by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Controlling Contested Places: Late Antique Antioch and the
Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy.
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