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Joan of Arc was one. So was Sir Isaac Newton. A monk vows to be one. A prisoner has no choice. History
tells of many avowed celibates, and today's society reflects a renewed interest in celibacy. But what causes
people to give up sex, the very activity that drives, fascinates, troubles, and delights so many of the rest of
us? Elizabeth Abbott's exploration of celibacy debunks the traditionally held notion that celibacy is a
predominantly religious concept of little concern to the secular world. Chosen or imposed for myriad
reasons, celibacy actually is a practice that reveals a host of telling insights about our sexual desires and
drives, as well as our changing attitudes toward religion, gender, and physical health. "A History of
Celibacy" humanises celibacy through the ages, from the vestal virgins of ancient Rome who were entombed
alive if they broke their vows, to contemporary athletes who 'conserve semen' to enhance their game. While
most people associate institutional celibacy with Catholicism, Abbott shows how virtually every culture and
religion through history has incorporated it in some form. Her examples range from Judaism's rules
regarding abstinence during menstruation to Hinduism's forced celibacy for widows. Written from a feminist
perspective, the book paints a dual portrait of celibacy as both emancipator and enslaver of women and the
poor. Yet the book's focus is not solely on women. It recounts for instance the forced castration of Italy's
young male sopranos, and tells why impoverished Chinese boys and men became eunuchs for the Emperor.
The extremes to which people will go to abstain from sexual activity or to prevent others from having sex is
an intriguing thread through a serious book.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Woodyard:

This A History of Celibacy : From Athena to Elizabeth I, Leornardo Da Vinci, Florence Nightingale, Gandhi
and Cher book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of A History of Celibacy :
From Athena to Elizabeth I, Leornardo Da Vinci, Florence Nightingale, Gandhi and Cher without we know
teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry A History of
Celibacy : From Athena to Elizabeth I, Leornardo Da Vinci, Florence Nightingale, Gandhi and Cher can
bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This A History of Celibacy : From Athena to Elizabeth I,
Leornardo Da Vinci, Florence Nightingale, Gandhi and Cher having fine arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Kim Townsend:

Here thing why this particular A History of Celibacy : From Athena to Elizabeth I, Leornardo Da Vinci,
Florence Nightingale, Gandhi and Cher are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. A
History of Celibacy : From Athena to Elizabeth I, Leornardo Da Vinci, Florence Nightingale, Gandhi and
Cher giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
guide that similar with A History of Celibacy : From Athena to Elizabeth I, Leornardo Da Vinci, Florence
Nightingale, Gandhi and Cher. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of A History of Celibacy : From Athena to Elizabeth I, Leornardo Da
Vinci, Florence Nightingale, Gandhi and Cher in e-book can be your alternate.

Dale Fain:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list is A History of Celibacy : From Athena to Elizabeth I,
Leornardo Da Vinci, Florence Nightingale, Gandhi and Cher. This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.



Norma Baumgarten:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and A History of Celibacy : From Athena to
Elizabeth I, Leornardo Da Vinci, Florence Nightingale, Gandhi and Cher or even others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes A History of
Celibacy : From Athena to Elizabeth I, Leornardo Da Vinci, Florence Nightingale, Gandhi and Cher to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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