
The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law
Betty Eakle Dobkins

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0292739672
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0292739672
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0292739672


The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law

Betty Eakle Dobkins

The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law Betty Eakle Dobkins

The Spanish element in Texas water law is a matter of utmost importance to many landholders whose
livelihood is dependent on securing water for irrigation and to many communities particularly concerned
about water supply.

Titles to some 280,000 acres of Texas land originated in grants made by the Crown of Spain or by the
Republic of Mexico. For these lands, the prevailing law, even today, is the Hispanic American civil law.
Thus the question of determining just what water rights were granted by the Spanish Crown in disposing of
lands in Texas is more than a matter of historical interest. It is a subject of great practical importance.

Spanish law enters directly into the question of these lands, but its influence is by no means confined to
them. Texas water law in general traces its roots primarily to the Spanish law, not to the English common
law doctrine of riparian rights or to the Western doctrine of prior appropriation (both of which were,
however, eventually incorporated in Texas law). A clear understanding of this background might have saved
the state much of the current confusion and chaos regarding its water law.

Dobkins’s book offers an intensive and unusually readable study of the subject. The author has traced water
law from its origin in the ancient world to the mid-twentieth century, interpreting the effect of water on the
counties concerned, setting forth in detail the development of water law in Spain, and explaining its
subsequent adoption in Texas. Copious notes and a complete bibliography make the work especially
valuable.

The idea for this book came in the midst of the great seven-year drought in Texas, from 1950 to 1957. The
author gave two reasons for her study: “One was my belief that the water problems, crucial to all Texas, can
be solved only when Texans become conscious of their imperative needs and only if they become informed
and aroused enough to act.

“The second reason came from a realization that water—common, universal, and ordinary as it is—had been
overlooked by the historian. It is high time that this oversight be corrected. In American history the
significance of land, especially in terms of the frontier, has been spelled out in large letters. The importance
of water has been recognized by few.”
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Spanish Element in Texas
Water Law? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Jason Nunez:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
simply because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Spanish Element in Texas
Water Law to read.

Randy Garrison:

The actual book The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this
book very suitable to you. The book The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law is much recommended to you
to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Edward McCain:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Spanish Element in
Texas Water Law that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react when
it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you can pick The Spanish Element in Texas Water Law become your own starter.
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