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Around 300 A.D. European patterns of marriage and kinship were turned on their head. What had previously
been the norm - marriage to close kin - became the new taboo. The same applied to adoption, the obligation
of a man to marry his brother's widow and a number of other central practices. With these changes Christian
Europe broke radically from its own past and established practices which diverged markedly from those of
the Middle East, North Africa and Asia. In this highly original and far-reaching work Jack Goody argues that
from the fourth century there developed in the northern Mediterranean a distinctive but not undifferentiated
kinship system, whose growth can be attributed to the role of the Church in acquiring property formerly held
by domestic groups. He suggests that the early Church, faced with the need to provide for people who had
left their kin to devote themselves to the life of the Church, regulated the rules of marriage so that wealth
could be channelled away from the family and into the Church. Thus the Church became an 'interitor',
acquiring vast tracts of property through the alienation of familial rights. At the same time, the structure of
domestic life was changed dramatically, the Church placing more emphasis on individual wishes, on
conjugality, and on spiritual rather than natural kinship. Tracing the consequences of this change through to
the present day, Jack Goody challenges some fundamental assumptions about the making of western society,
and provides an alternative focus for future study of the European family, kinship structures and marriage
patterns. The questions he raises will provoke much interest and discussion amongst anthropologists,
sociologists and historians.
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From reader reviews:

Alla Haynes:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present
Publications) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer regarding The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present
Publications) content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking The Development of the
Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications) is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Alice Black:

The feeling that you get from The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present
Publications) will be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you
get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Development of the
Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having that The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past
and Present Publications) instantly.

Jacqueline Stalling:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications).

Marco Manuel:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Development of the Family and Marriage in
Europe (Past and Present Publications) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book The Development of the Family and Marriage in Europe (Past and Present Publications) has



many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
which.
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