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Gustav Le Bon's The Crowd is hot only a classic, but one of the best-selling scientific books in social
psychology and collective behavior ever written. Here, Le Bon analyzes the nature of crowds and their role
in political movements. He presents crowd behavior as a problem of science and power, a natural
phenomenon with practical implications. Originally published in 1895, Le Bon's was the first to expand the
scope of inquiry beyond criminal crowdsto include all possible kinds of collective phenomena. Its
continuing significance is evident even in the Los Angeles riots of 1992 in which Le Bon's theories were
citedin testimony.

Le Bon emphasizes the various areas of modern life where crowd behavior holds sway, particularly political
upheavals. He focuses on electoral campaigns, parliaments, juries, labor agitation, and street demonstrations.
At the same tune, histreatment of crowdsis far from complimentary. He likens crowds to "primitive beings,"
social formations barkening back to the evolutionary origins of humankind. Le Bon believed that ideas and
images spread through a crowd by means of contagion, an automatic process that produces a state of
transitory madness in its victims, extinguishing reason and will. Y et he does more than dwell on the
pathologies of crowd life; he also writes of the heroism, the generosity, and the sacrifices of crowds, of the
indispensable roles they have played in erecting the pillars of modern civilization.

In anew introduction to this edition, Robert Nye presents a broad analytical understanding of the relationship
between power and knowledge hi crowd theory. He also discusses the historical circumstances and the
various personalities who have shaped our understanding of crowds. Nye emphasizes The Crowd's
continuing usefulness to cultural historians, psychologists, sociologists, and political scientists. He also
places Le Bon in arich tradition of European social theory.
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From reader reviews:
AvisZeiger:

The book The Crowd: A Study of the Popular Mind make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize
to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Crowd: A Study of the
Popular Mind for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about afew or al subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like wide open and read a guide
The Crowd: A Study of the Popular Mind. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Sarah Brumfield:

The guide untitled The Crowd: A Study of the Popular Mind is the e-book that recommended to you to learn.
Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did alot of investigation when write the book,
to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of The
Crowd: A Study of the Popular Mind from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Maxine Ford:

The publication with title The Crowd: A Study of the Popular Mind includes alot of information that you
can discover it. You can get alot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of
the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Mary Craine:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV al day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Crowd: A Study of the
Popular Mind which is finding the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's observe.
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