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Critical edition of three women’s oral slave narratives.

Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts is a critical collection of three women’s oral slave narratives, Louisa
Picquet, the Octoroon: A Tale of Southern Slave Life (1861), The Story of Mattie J. Jackson (1866), and
Sylvia Dubois, A Biography of The Slave Who Whipped Her Mistress and Gained Her Freedom (1883), that
have received little scholarly attention owing both to the oral nature of the texts and the circumstances of
their publication and republication. Taken together, these narratives display African American women’s
discursive practices that subvert oppression, assert agency, and create representations of the past that counter
dominant narratives of both slavery and American culture. This volume ensures that twenty-first-century
readers “hear” these voices to not only gain historical knowledge, but also to understand the dynamics of
literacy and self-representation, and to locate oral narratives in the spectrum and tradition of African
American literary production.

“These three oral life narratives of ex-slave women, originally spoken through a second-person interviewer,
will interest all readers … The book is a welcome addition for the fields of oral history, women’s studies,
African American studies, and US history and culture.” — CHOICE

“This book provides an important chronology of nineteenth-century women’s life. It organizes and
summarizes a wealth of historical materials, offering scholars and other readers an unprecedented and rich
resource.” — Joycelyn Moody, author of Sentimental Confessions: Spiritual Narratives of Nineteenth-
Century African American Women
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: Three African American Women's Oral Slave Narratives your thoughts
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts:
Three African American Women's Oral Slave Narratives giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Janice Martin:

Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: Three African American Women's Oral Slave Narratives can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: Three African American Women's Oral Slave
Narratives nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial imagining.

Brenda Nunez:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Speaking Lives, Authoring
Texts: Three African American Women's Oral Slave Narratives is simple bringing you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Paul Herbert:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: Three
African American Women's Oral Slave Narratives can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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