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Sensory experience seems to be the basis of our knowledge and conception of mind-independent things. The
puzzle is to understand how that can be: even if the things we experience (apples, tables, trees etc), are
mind-independent how does our sensory experience of them enable us to conceive of them as mind-
independent? George Berkeley thought that sensory experience can only provide us with the conception of
mind-dependent things, things which cannot exist when they aren't being perceived.

It's easy to dismiss Berkeley's conclusion but harder to see how to avoid it. In this book, John Campbell and
Quassim Cassam propose very different solutions to Berkeley's Puzzle. For Campbell, sensory experience
can be the basis of our knowledge of mind-independent things because it is a relation, more primitive than
thought, between the perceiver and high-level objects and properties in the mind-independent world. Cassam
opposes this 'relationalist' solution to the Puzzle and defends a 'representationalist' solution: sensory
experience can give us the conception of mind-independent things because it represents its objects as mind-
independent, but does so without presupposing concepts of mind-independent things.

This book is written in the form of a debate between two rival approaches to understanding the relationship
between concepts and sensory experience. Although Berkeley's Puzzle frames the debate, the questions
addressed by Campbell and Cassam aren't just of historical interest. They are among the most fundamental
questions in philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Overly:

The book Berkeley's Puzzle: What Does Experience Teach Us? make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Berkeley's
Puzzle: What Does Experience Teach Us? to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything
if you like start and read a publication Berkeley's Puzzle: What Does Experience Teach Us?. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Marian Jackson:

Here thing why that Berkeley's Puzzle: What Does Experience Teach Us? are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content
is as delightful as food or not. Berkeley's Puzzle: What Does Experience Teach Us? giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with
Berkeley's Puzzle: What Does Experience Teach Us?. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you
be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Berkeley's Puzzle: What Does
Experience Teach Us? in e-book can be your alternate.

David Wilkens:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Berkeley's Puzzle: What Does Experience Teach Us? book is
readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer connected with Berkeley's Puzzle: What Does Experience Teach Us? content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Berkeley's Puzzle: What Does Experience Teach Us? is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Carolyn Scott:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you
a lot of new data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more



imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Berkeley's Puzzle: What Does Experience Teach Us?, you could tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.
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