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In his historical series Hinze provides the only comprehensive account of events on the central and southern
portions of the German Eastern Front during the years of German retreat. This volume covers events on the
southern portion of the Eastern Front from late 1943, in the aftermath of the Battle of Kursk, through the
great Soviet summer offensives of 1943 and 1944. Following the final failure of German hopes in the great
Battle of Kursk, the German forces in the Ukraine were forced ever back, losing ground gained in the years
of victorious advance. This volume describes the bitter and eventful battles of German army groups in the
Ukraine and the evacuation of the Crimean Peninsula during 1943 -1944. It follows the retreat from the
Dnjepr to the Dnjestr rivers, Tscherkassy, Nikopol, Chersson, the fighting around Kriwoi Rog and
Kirowograd., the loss of the Dnjepr salient, the breakout from the Tscherkassy Kessel (or 'pocket'), and the
battles on the Rumanian frontier around Targul-Frumos. The roster of battles goes on and on, including
Tarnopol and the magnificent feats of the Hube Kessel, as the cut-off German First Army fought its way as a
'moving pocket' to freedom. The panorama stretches from the Pripjet swamps north of Kiew on the boundary
with Heeresgruppe Mitte to the Sea of Azov, the Black Sea and Sewastopol in the south, from the Mius and
Donez Rivers to the borders of Hungary and Rumania. Hinze's accounts are indispensable to any study of the
collapse of the German central front (covered in his two volumes on the collapse of Heeresgruppe Mitte), the
great retreats across the Ukraine to the borders of Hungary and Rumania, and the evacuation of the Crimean
Peninsula (both covered in this volume), the fate of Heeresgruppen Nordukraine, Südukraine and Süd-/
Ostmark in 1945 (covered in With the Courage of Desperation) and the battles of Heeresgruppe
Nordukraine/A/Mitte (covered in To the Bitter End). There are no other detailed and comprehensive
accounts in which the various individual narratives, unit histories and studies of individual battles may find
their place in relation to the big picture. Hinze's maps, alone, would justify his works, for most of the unit
histories, narratives and studies of individual battles lack maps illustrating their place in the larger geography
of the war. The study is complemented by orders of battle, the aforementioned maps (over 100 of them), plus
photographs. Crucible of Combat represents a major contribution to our understanding of the Soviet-German
War 1941-45.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Naranjo:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Crucible of
Combat: Germany's Defensive Battles in the Ukraine 1943-44? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Colleen Key:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Crucible of Combat: Germany's
Defensive Battles in the Ukraine 1943-44. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Loren Benton:

Often the book Crucible of Combat: Germany's Defensive Battles in the Ukraine 1943-44 will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Crucible of Combat:
Germany's Defensive Battles in the Ukraine 1943-44 is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Cary Freeman:

The book with title Crucible of Combat: Germany's Defensive Battles in the Ukraine 1943-44 has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.
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