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Award-winning poet Martín Espada gives voice to the spirit of endurance in the face of loss.

In this powerful new collection of poems, Martín Espada articulates the transcendent vision of another,
possible world. He invokes the words of Whitman in “Vivas to Those Who Have Failed,” a cycle of sonnets
about the Paterson Silk Strike and the immigrant laborers who envisioned an eight-hour workday. At the
heart of this volume is a series of ten poems about the death of the poet’s father. “El Moriviví” uses the
metaphor of a plant that grows in Puerto Rico to celebrate the many lives of Frank Espada, community
organizer, civil rights activist, and documentary photographer, from a jailhouse in Mississippi to the streets
of Brooklyn. The son lyrically imagines his father’s return to a bay in Puerto Rico: “May the water glow blue
as a hyacinth in your hands.” Other poems confront collective grief in the wake of the killings at the Sandy
Hook Elementary School and police violence against people of color: “Heal the Cracks in the Bell of the
World” urges us to “melt the bullets into bells.” Yet the poet also revels in the absurd, recalling his dubious
career as a Shakespearean “actor,” finding madness and tenderness in the crowd at Fenway Park. In
exquisitely wrought images, Espada’s poems show us the faces of Whitman’s “numberless unknown
heroes.”
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From reader reviews:

David Bolds:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is you don't
know what kind you should start with. This Vivas to Those Who Have Failed: Poems is our recommendation
so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Robin Almeida:

The book Vivas to Those Who Have Failed: Poems will bring one to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suitable to you. The book Vivas to Those Who Have Failed: Poems is much recommended to you
to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Kirk Banks:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Vivas to Those Who Have Failed: Poems
is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Carmela Martin:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
Vivas to Those Who Have Failed: Poems. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book,
it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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