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"By combining the meticulousness of an ethnographer with a writer's commitment to storytelling, Stein has
written a book that's surprisingly compelling-or, better, compelling because it's surprising."
-David L. Kirp, The Nation

Winner of the 2001 Ruth Benedict Award 

In a book that combines strong on-the-ground research and lucid analysis with a novelist's imaginative
sympathy, Arlene Stein sets out to discover why a small town with no apparent queer population became the
site of a bitter battle over gay rights. 

"A fascinating look at the psychology of fear and persuasion." 
-Monica Drake, The Oregonian

"Every liberal ought to read this. . . . Arlene Stein provides an important depiction of life in a town which
became a vortex of national and local issues."
-Tex Sample, Christian Century 

"What's especially valuable about Stein's book is her detailed look at each individual's take on the meaning
of the campaign and her patient exploration of the wide variety of forces shifting the ground of these people's
lives."
-E. J. Graff, American Prospect

"This book displays interpretive sociology at its best." 
-Robert N. Bellah, coauthor of Habits of the Heart and The Good Society

"In her cogent analysis of just how sickeningly simple it is to create an 'other,' a 'stranger' upon whom blame
for our problems may be shifted, Stein has touched to the very heart of the social upheaval in America
today." 
-Dan Hays, Salem (Oreg.) Statesman-Journal

Arlene Stein is associate professor of sociology at Rutgers University. She has written for The Nation, The
Oregonian, and Newsday, among other publications, and is the author of Sex and Sensibility: Stories of a
Lesbian Generation and editor of Sisters, Sexperts, Queers. 
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From reader reviews:

Luba Jacobs:

The book The Stranger Next Door: The Story of a Small Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil
Rights make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book The Stranger Next Door: The Story of a Small Community's Battle over Sex, Faith,
and Civil Rights for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a
reserve The Stranger Next Door: The Story of a Small Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil Rights.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Inge Reader:

Here thing why this particular The Stranger Next Door: The Story of a Small Community's Battle over Sex,
Faith, and Civil Rights are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Stranger
Next Door: The Story of a Small Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil Rights giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar
with The Stranger Next Door: The Story of a Small Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil Rights. It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in
your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of The Stranger Next Door: The Story of a Small Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil Rights in e-
book can be your alternative.

Wilma Richards:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Stranger Next Door: The Story
of a Small Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil Rights that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick The Stranger Next
Door: The Story of a Small Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil Rights become your own starter.

John Smithers:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in



order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Stranger Next Door: The Story of a Small
Community's Battle over Sex, Faith, and Civil Rights can make you feel more interested to read.
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