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Originally published in 1985, One Chord Wonders was the first full-length study of the glory years of British
punk. The book argues that one of punk’s most significant political achievements was to expose the
operations of power in the British entertainment industries as they were thrown into confusion by the sound
and the fury of musicians and fans. Through a detailed examination of the conditions under which punk
emerged and then declined, Dave Laing develops a view of the music as both complex and contradictory.
Special attention is paid to the relationship between punk and the music industry of the late 1970s, in
particular the political economy of the independent record companies through which much of punk was
distributed. Using examples from a wide range of bands, individual chapters use the techniques of semiology
to consider the radical approach to naming in punk (from Johnny Rotten to Poly Styrene), the instrumental
and vocal sound of the music, and its visual images. The concluding chapter critically examines various
theoretical explanations of the punk phenomenon, including the class origins of its protagonists and the
influential view that punk represented the latest in a line of British youth “subcultures.” There is also a
chronology of the punk era, plus discographies and a bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Craig:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great along with important the book One Chord Wonders: Power and Meaning in
Punk Rock. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Grady Long:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book One Chord Wonders: Power and Meaning in Punk Rock was
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The e-book One Chord Wonders: Power and Meaning in Punk Rock is not
only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book One Chord Wonders:
Power and Meaning in Punk Rock. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

David Manning:

Here thing why that One Chord Wonders: Power and Meaning in Punk Rock are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content
is as tasty as food or not. One Chord Wonders: Power and Meaning in Punk Rock giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with One
Chord Wonders: Power and Meaning in Punk Rock. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of One Chord Wonders:
Power and Meaning in Punk Rock in e-book can be your alternative.

Bennie Gale:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the One Chord Wonders: Power and Meaning in Punk Rock when you required it?
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