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We think we know what upward mobility stories are about--virtuous striving justly rewarded, or unprincipled
social climbing regrettably unpunished. Either way, these stories seem obviously concerned with the self-
making of self-reliant individuals rather than with any collective interest. In Upward Mobility and the
Common Good, Bruce Robbins completely overturns these assumptions to expose a hidden tradition of erotic
social interdependence at the heart of the literary canon.

Reinterpreting novels by figures such as Balzac, Stendhal, Charlotte Brontë, Dickens, Dreiser, Wells,
Doctorow, and Ishiguro, along with a number of films, Robbins shows how deeply the material and erotic
desires of upwardly mobile characters are intertwined with the aid they receive from some sort of benefactor
or mentor. In his view, Hannibal Lecter of The Silence of the Lambs becomes a key figure of social mobility
in our time. Robbins argues that passionate and ambiguous relationships (like that between Lecter and
Clarice Starling) carry the upward mobility story far from anyone's simple self-interest, whether the
protagonist's or the mentor's. Robbins concludes that upward mobility stories have paradoxically helped
American and European society make the transition from an ethic of individual responsibility to one of
collective accountability, a shift that made the welfare state possible, but that also helps account for society's
fascination with cases of sexual abuse and harassment by figures of authority.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Wilkerson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Upward Mobility and the Common Good: Toward a Literary History of the
Welfare State. Try to make the book Upward Mobility and the Common Good: Toward a Literary History of
the Welfare State as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Chad Wright:

Within other case, little people like to read book Upward Mobility and the Common Good: Toward a
Literary History of the Welfare State. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important the book Upward Mobility and the Common Good: Toward a Literary
History of the Welfare State. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
you can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

John Harris:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Upward Mobility and the Common
Good: Toward a Literary History of the Welfare State is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Joan Davis:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Upward
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