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As critic, Kenneth Burke's preoccupations were at the beginning purely esthetic and literary; but after
Counter-Statement (1931), he began to discriminate a"'rhetorical" or persuasive component in literature, and
thereupon became a philosopher of language and human conduct.

In A Grammar of Motives (1945) and A Rhetoric of Matives (1950), Burke's conception of "symbolic action”
comesinto its own: all human activities—linguisitc or extra-linguistic—are modes of symbolizing; manis
defined as the symbol-using (and -misusing) animal. The critic's job becomes one of the interpreting human
symbolizing wherever he finds it, with the aim of illuminating human motivation. Thus the reach of the
literary critic now extends to the social and ethical.

A Grammar of Motivesis a"methodical meditation” on such complex linguistic forms as plays, stories,
poems, theologies, metaphysical systems, political philosophies, constitutions. A Rhetoric of Motives
expands the field to human ways of persuasion and identification. Persuasion, as Burke seesit, "ranges from
the bluntest quest of advantage, asin sales promotion or propaganda, through courtship, social etiquette,
education, and the sermon, to a'pure' form that delights in the process of appeal for itself alone, without
ulterior purpose. And identification ranges from the politician who, addressing an audience of farmers, says,
'l was afarm boy myself,' through the mysteries of socia status, to the mystic's devout identification with the
sources of all being."
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From reader reviews:
Timothy Rowe:

The knowledge that you get from Rhetoric of Motives could be the more deep you digging the information
that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but Rhetoric of Motives giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makesit easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this particular Rhetoric of Matives instantly.

Mary Sexton:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Rhetoric of Motives
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Rhetoric of Motivesis the main of several books which everyone read now. Thiskind of book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the
core of this publication. This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. To help
you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Hazel Reinoso:

The book Rhetoric of Motiveswill bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to spell out the ideais very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to
you. The book Rhetoric of Matives is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Phyllis Tucker:

The book Rhetoric of Motives has alot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdouga makes some research previous to
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.
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