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Just over thirty years ago, Dan Kilgore ignited a controversy with his presidential address to the Texas State
Historical Association and its subsequent publication in book form, How Did Davy Die?
After the 1975 release of the first-ever English translation of eyewitness accounts by Mexican army
officer José Enrique de la Peña, Kilgore had the audacity to state publicly that historical sources suggested
Davy Crockett did not die on the ramparts of the Alamo, swinging the shattered remains of his rifle "Old
Betsy." Rather, Kilgore asserted, Mexican forces took Crockett captive and then executed him on Santa
Anna's order.

Soon after the publication of How Did Davy Die?, the London Daily Mail associated Kilgore with "the
murder of a myth;" he became the subject of articles in Texas Monthly and the Wall Street Journal; and some
who considered his historical argument an affront to a treasured American icon delivered personal insults
and threats of violence.

Now, in this enlarged, commemorative edition, James E. Crisp, a professional historian and a participant in
the debates over the De la Peña diary, reconsiders the heated disputation surrounding How Did Davy Die?
and poses the intriguing follow-up question, “. . . And Why Do We Care So Much?” 

Crisp reviews the origins and subsequent impact of Kilgore’s book, both on the historical hullabaloo and on
the author. Along the way, he provides fascinating insights into methods of historical inquiry and the use—or
non-use—of original source materials when seeking the truth of events that happened in past centuries. He
further examines two aspects of the debate that Kilgore shied away from: the place and function of myth in
culture, and the racial overtones of some of the responses to Kilgore’s work.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Jackson:

The e-book untitled How Did Davy Die? And Why Do We Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma
Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book
of How Did Davy Die? And Why Do We Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma Dill Russell
Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Willie Burroughs:

How Did Davy Die? And Why Do We Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma Dill Russell Spencer
Series in the West and Southwest) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing How Did Davy Die? And Why
Do We Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and
Southwest) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage
of crucial thinking.

Danna Bullock:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this How Did Davy Die? And Why Do We
Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest)
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question How Did Davy Die? And Why Do We Care So
Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) as good
book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by
its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Henry Taylor:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of book How Did



Davy Die? And Why Do We Care So Much?: Commemorative Edition (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in
the West and Southwest). You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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