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Commonly portrayed in the media as holding women in strict subordination and deference to men, Islam is
nonetheless attracting numerous converts among African American women. Are these women "reproducing
their oppression," as it might seem? Or does their adherence to the religion suggest unsuspected subtleties
and complexities in the relation of women, especially black women, to Islam? Carolyn Rouse sought answers
to these questions among the women of Sunni Muslim mosques in Los Angeles. Her richly textured study
provides rare insight into the meaning of Islam for African American women; in particular, Rouse shows
how the teachings of Islam give these women a sense of power and control over interpretations of gender,
family, authority, and obligations.

In Engaged Surrender, Islam becomes a unique prism for clarifying the role of faith in contemporary black
women's experience. Through these women's stories, Rouse reveals how commitment to Islam refracts
complex processes—urbanization, political and social radicalization, and deindustrialization—that shape
black lives generally, and black women's lives in particular. Rather than focusing on traditional (and deeply
male) ideas of autonomy and supremacy, the book—and the community of women it depicts—emphasizes
more holistic notions of collective obligation, personal humility, and commitment to overarching codes of
conduct and belief. A much-needed corrective to media portraits of Islam and the misconceptions they
engender, this engaged and engaging work offers an intimate, in-depth look into the vexed and interlocking
issues of Islam, gender, and race.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Gann:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Engaged Surrender: African American Women and Islam.

Janet Steele:

This Engaged Surrender: African American Women and Islam book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Engaged Surrender: African American Women and Islam without we understand
teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Engaged
Surrender: African American Women and Islam can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Engaged
Surrender: African American Women and Islam having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

William Kirby:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Engaged
Surrender: African American Women and Islam.

Robert Carroll:

This Engaged Surrender: African American Women and Islam is brand new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Engaged Surrender: African
American Women and Islam can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy



this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life in addition to knowledge.
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