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He is known as "El Rey" - the king - and has come to epitomize the Latin experience in music, not just to
Latinos throughout the United States and Latin America but to a worldwide audience of all backgrounds.
"Tito Puente and the Making of Latin Music" is the first in-depth historical, musical, and cultural look at the
career and the influence of this giant of Latin music. In this seminal work, Steven Loza brings the man and
his music vividly to life through exclusive interviews with Puente and a number of his close associates,
including Hilton Ruiz, Ray Santos, Jerry Gonzlez, Poncho Sanchez, and Joe Conzo, as well as music
journalist Max Salazar and former DJ/producer Chico Sesma. Loza shows how Puente's music evolved in
tandem with the crystallization of Latin music into its current compelling mix of Afro-Cuban music, salsa,
and Latin jazz. Tracing Puente's innovations as a drummer and a bandleader, Loza defines his influence over
the course of half a century on Latin music as well as on other musicians and musical genres. Loza also
delineates the social and cultural history of Latin music, exploring questions of nationalism and ethnic
expression, the play between musical creation and commercial competition, and the politics of so-called
multiculturalism as they bear on Latin music and musicians. The book includes detailed musical analyses
and a discography of more than a hundred recordings. Celebrating a dynamic performer and a genre that is
deeply rooted in America's rich ethnic diversity, "Tito Puente and the Making of Latin Music" traces a
significant current in twentieth-century culture and reveals all the vibrancy and color of a consummate
artist's life, work, and world.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Burton:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Tito Puente and the
Making of Latin Music (Music in American Life)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Ashley Taylor:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled Tito
Puente and the Making of Latin Music (Music in American Life) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get just before. The Tito Puente and the Making of Latin Music (Music in American Life)
giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Maria Carlin:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be read. Tito
Puente and the Making of Latin Music (Music in American Life) can be your answer given it can be read by
you actually who have those short time problems.

Raymond Brown:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named
of book Tito Puente and the Making of Latin Music (Music in American Life). Contain your knowledge by
it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read.
It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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