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Maimonides’ Guide of the Perplexed has traditionally been read as an attempt to harmonize reason and
revelation. Another, more recent interpretation takes the contradiction between philosophy and religion to be
irreconcilable, and concludes that the Guide prescribes religion for the masses and philosophy for the elite.
Moving beyond these familiar debates, Josef Stern argues that the perplexity addressed in this famously
enigmatic work is not the conflict between Athens and Jerusalem but the tension between human matter and
form, between the body and the intellect.

Maimonides’ philosophical tradition takes the perfect life to be intellectual: pure, undivided contemplation of
all possible truths, from physics and cosmology to metaphysics and God. According to the Guide, this ideal
cannot be realized by humans. Their embodied minds cannot achieve scientific knowledge of metaphysics,
and their bodily impulses interfere with exclusive contemplation. Closely analyzing the arguments in the
Guide and its original use of the parable as a medium of philosophical writing, Stern articulates Maimonides’
skepticism about human knowledge of metaphysics and his heterodox interpretations of scriptural and
rabbinic parables. Stern shows how, in order to accommodate the conflicting demands of the intellect and the
body, Maimonides creates a repertoire of spiritual exercises, reconceiving the Mosaic commandments as
training for the life of the embodied mind. By focusing on the philosophical notions of matter and form, and
the interplay between its literary form and subject matter, Stern succeeds in developing a unified, novel
interpretation of the Guide.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Soderquist:

The book The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use
to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Matter and Form of
Maimonides' Guide being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and
read a publication The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Erna Taylor:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Tina Alley:

This book untitled The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there
is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Cathie Moss:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Matter and Form of Maimonides' Guide was
bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Matter and Form of
Maimonides' Guide has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading which.
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