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What should we do about foreigners? Should we try to make them more like us or keep them at bay to
protect our democracy, our culture, our well-being? This dilemma underlies age-old debates about
immigration, citizenship, and national identity that are strikingly relevant today. In Democracy and the
Foreigner, Bonnie Honig reverses the question: What problems might foreigners solve for us? Hers is not a
conventional approach. Instead of lauding the achievements of individual foreigners, she probes a much
larger issue--the symbolic politics of foreignness. In doing so she shows not only how our debates over
foreignness help shore up our national or democratic identities, but how anxieties endemic to liberal
democracy themselves animate ambivalence toward foreignness.

Central to Honig's arguments are stories featuring ''foreign-founders,'' in which the origins or revitalization of
a people depend upon a foreigner's energy, virtue, insight, or law. From such popular movies as The Wizard
of Oz, Shane, and Strictly Ballroom to the biblical stories of Moses and Ruth to the myth of an immigrant
America, from Rousseau to Freud, foreignness is represented not just as a threat but as a supplement for
communities periodically requiring renewal. Why? Why do people tell stories in which their societies are
dependent on strangers?

One of Honig's most surprising conclusions is that an appreciation of the role of foreigners in (re)founding
peoples works neither solely as a cosmopolitan nor a nationalist resource. For example, in America,
nationalists see one archetypal foreign-founder--the naturalized immigrant--as reconfirming the allure of
deeply held American values, whereas to cosmopolitans this immigrant represents the deeply transnational
character of American democracy. Scholars and students of political theory, and all those concerned with the
dilemmas democracy faces in accommodating difference, will find this book rich with valuable and
stimulating insights.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

The reason? Because this Democracy and the Foreigner is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Terrie Delgadillo:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Democracy and the Foreigner your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in
a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The
Democracy and the Foreigner giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Janelle Garrity:

The book untitled Democracy and the Foreigner contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new
age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Valeria May:

This Democracy and the Foreigner is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Democracy and the Foreigner can be the
light food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These
books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person.
So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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