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Humans are awesome. Our brains are gigantic, seven times larger than they should be for the size of our
bodies. The human brain uses 25% of all the energy the body requires each day. And it became enormous in
a very short amount of time in evolution, allowing us to leave our cousins, the great apes, behind. So the
human brain is special, right? Wrong, according to Suzana Herculano-Houzel. Humans have developed
cognitive abilities that outstrip those of all other animals, but not because we are evolutionary outliers. The
human brain was not singled out to become amazing in its own exclusive way, and it never stopped being a
primate brain. If we are not an exception to the rules of evolution, then what is the source of the human
advantage?Herculano-Houzel shows that it is not the size of our brain that matters but the fact that we have
more neurons in the cerebral cortex than any other animal, thanks to our ancestors' invention, some 1.5
million years ago, of a more efficient way to obtain calories: cooking. Because we are primates, ingesting
more calories in less time made possible the rapid acquisition of a huge number of neurons in the still fairly
small cerebral cortex -- the part of the brain responsible for finding patterns, reasoning, developing
technology, and passing it on through culture. Herculano-Houzel shows us how she came to these
conclusions -- making "brain soup" to determine the number of neurons in the brain, for example, and
bringing animal brains in a suitcase through customs. The Human Advantage is an engaging and original
look at how we became remarkable without ever being special.
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From reader reviews:

James Flynn:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Human Advantage: A New Understanding of How Our Brain
Became Remarkable (MIT Press). Try to make book The Human Advantage: A New Understanding of How
Our Brain Became Remarkable (MIT Press) as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Christina Pena:

The e-book untitled The Human Advantage: A New Understanding of How Our Brain Became Remarkable
(MIT Press) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content
that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Human Advantage: A
New Understanding of How Our Brain Became Remarkable (MIT Press) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Edward Trotta:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Human
Advantage: A New Understanding of How Our Brain Became Remarkable (MIT Press).

Jason Braden:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Human Advantage: A New
Understanding of How Our Brain Became Remarkable (MIT Press) to make your reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be
first opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Human Advantage: A
New Understanding of How Our Brain Became Remarkable (MIT Press) can to be your brand new friend



when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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