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Nearly every empire worthy of the name--from ancient Rome to the United States--has sought an Egyptian
obelisk to place in the center of a ceremonial space. Obelisks--giant standing stones, invented in Ancient
Egypt as sacred objects--serve no practical purpose. For much of their history their inscriptions, in Egyptian
hieroglyphics, were completely inscrutable. Yet over the centuries dozens of obelisks have made the voyage
from Egypt to Rome, Constantinople, and Florence; to Paris, London, and New York. New obelisks and even
obelisk-shaped buildings rose as well--the Washington Monument being a noted example. Obelisks,
everyone seems to sense, connote some very special sort of power. This beautifully illustrated book traces
the fate and many meanings of obelisks across nearly forty centuries--what they meant to the Egyptians, and
how other cultures have borrowed, interpreted, understood, and misunderstood them through the years. In
each culture obelisks have taken on new meanings and associations. To the Egyptians, the obelisk was the
symbol of a pharaoh's right to rule and connection to the divine. In ancient Rome, obelisks were the
embodiment of Rome's coming of age as an empire. To nineteenth-century New Yorkers, the obelisk in
Central Park stood for their country's rejection of the trappings of empire just as it was itself beginning to
acquire imperial power. And to a twentieth-century reader of Freud, the obelisk had anatomical and
psychological connotations. The history of obelisks is a story of technical achievement, imperial conquest,
Christian piety and triumphalism, egotism, scholarly brilliance, political hubris, bigoted nationalism,
democratic self-assurance, Modernist austerity, and Hollywood kitsch--in short, the story of Western
civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Loris Beal:

The book Obelisk: A History (Publications of the Burndy Library) make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Obelisk: A History
(Publications of the Burndy Library) being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start
and read a publication Obelisk: A History (Publications of the Burndy Library). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Mark Wolf:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Obelisk: A History
(Publications of the Burndy Library). All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Nicholas Poston:

The e-book untitled Obelisk: A History (Publications of the Burndy Library) is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Obelisk: A History (Publications of the Burndy Library) from the publisher
to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jeannine Lawson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Obelisk: A History (Publications of the Burndy Library) can be your answer since it
can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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