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It's a Tuesday morning in Brooklyn—a perfect September day. Wendy is heading to school, eager to make
plans with her best friend, worried about how she looks, mad at her mother for not letting her visit her father
in California, impatient with her little brother and with the almost too-loving concern of her jazz musician
stepfather. She's out the door to catch the bus. An hour later comes the news: A plane has crashed into the
World Trade Center. Her mother's building

Through the eyes of thirteen-year-old Wendy, we gain entrance to the world rarely shown by those who
documented the events of that one terrible day: afamily's slow and terrible realization that Wendy's mother
has died, and their struggle to go on with their livesin the face of crushing loss.

Absent for years, Wendy's real father shows up without warning. He takes her back with him to California,
where shere-invents alife that comes to include a teenage mother, living on her own in aone-room
apartment with a TV set and not much else; her father's cactus-grower girlfriend, newly reconnected with the
son she gave up for adoption twenty years before; a sad and tender bookstore owner who introduces her to
the voice of Anne Frank and to his autistic son; and a homeless skateboarder, on a mission to find hislong-
lost brother.

Over the winter and spring that follow, Wendy moves between the alternately painful and reassuring
memories of her mother and the revelations that come with growing to know her real father for the first time.
Pulled between her old life in Brooklyn and a new one three thousands miles away, Wendy is faced with a
world where the usual rules no longer apply but eventually discovers a strength and capacity for compassion
and survival that she never knew she possessed.

At the core of the story is Wendy's deep connection with her little brother, back in New Y ork, who is
grieving the loss of their mother without her. This a story about the ties of siblings, about children who lose
their parents, parents who lose their children, and the unexpected ways they sometimes find one another
again. Set against the backdrop of global and personal tragedy, and written in a style alternately wry and
heartbreaking, The Usual Rulesis an unexpectedly hopeful story of healing and forgiveness that will offer
readers, young and old alike, a picture of how, out of the rubble, afamily rebuildsitslife.
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From reader reviews:
Margherita Pettit:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The Usual Rules: A Novel had been making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The reserve The Usua Rules: A Novdl is not only giving you more new information but also to get your
friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book The Usual Rules: A Novel. You never feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Mark Hart:

This The Usual Rules: A Novel book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
datawhich is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get. This specific The Usual Rules. A
Novel without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't become worry The Usual Rules. A Novel can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Usual
Rules: A Novel having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Sheilah Harvey:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Usual Rules: A Novel your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written
in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The
The Usual Rules: A Novel giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful datafor your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

L eonard Santiago:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Usual Rules: A Novel provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.
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