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Jews have been a religious and cultural presence in America since the colonial era, and the community of
Jews in the United States today?some six million people?continues to make a significant contribution to the
American religious landscape. Emphasizing developments in American Judaism in the last quarter century
among active participants in Jewish worship, this book provides both a look back into the 350-year history of
Judaic life and a well-crafted portrait of a multifaceted tradition today. Combining extensive research into
synagogue archival records and secondary sources as well as interviews and observations of worship services
at more than a hundred Jewish congregations across the country, Raphael's study distinguishes itself as both
a history of the Judaic tradition and a witness to the vitality and variety of contemporary American Judaic
life. Beginning with a chapter on beliefs, festivals, and life-cycle events, both traditional and non-traditional,
and an explanation of the enormous variation in practice, Raphael then explores Jewish history in America,
from the arrival of the first Jews to the present, highlighting the emergence and development of the four
branches: Orthodox, Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Reform. After documenting the considerable
variety among the branches, the book addresses issues of some controversy, notably spirituality, conversion,
homosexuality, Jewish education, synagogue architecture, and the relationship to Israel. Raphael turns next
to a discussion of eight American Jews whose thoughts and/or activities made a huge impact on American
Judaism. The final chapter focuses on the return to tradition in every branch of Judaism and examines
prospects for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

The book Judaism in America (Columbia Contemporary American Religion Series) make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Judaism in America (Columbia Contemporary American Religion Series) to be your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a publication Judaism in America (Columbia
Contemporary American Religion Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Terry Carr:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Judaism in America (Columbia
Contemporary American Religion Series) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jerry Gunnell:

The publication with title Judaism in America (Columbia Contemporary American Religion Series) posesses
a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist
new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Michele Fernandez:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Judaism in America (Columbia Contemporary American
Religion Series) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Judaism in
America (Columbia Contemporary American Religion Series) has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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