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The flourishing of pre-Civil War literature known as the American Renaissance occurred in a volatile context
of national expansion and sectional strife. Canonical writers such as Herman Melville, Walt Whitman, Emily
Dickinson, and Henry David Thoreau, as well as those more recently acclaimed, such as Frederick Douglass
and Harriet Beecher Stowe, emerged amidst literature devoted to questions of nationalism, exploration,
empire, the frontier, and slavery. This outpouring included some of the most important early works in
African American, American Indian, and Chicana/Chicano literature. Empire and Slavery in American
Literature, 1820-1865 tells the story of this exceptionally vibrant and wide-ranging multicultural
"renaissance" of our national literature.

Scores of diaries, reports, and memoirs, in addition to a diverse imaginative literature, documented the
nation's expansion to its modern continental borders, along with exploration of territory far beyond. Driven
by belief in the "manifest destiny" of Americans to bring liberty to new lands, narratives of empire ranged
from the heroic to the fantastic, and they spawned a popular frontier literature that created some of the most
enduring myths of America. At the same time, expansion provoked a corresponding literature of
dispossession by American Indians and Mexicans that combined protest with statements of pride and
independence.

Accompanying expansion was the contentious and ultimately tragic debate over slavery carried out in a
voluminous proslavery and antislavery literature that took the form of speeches, pamphlets, autobiography,
poetry, and fiction. By juxtaposing the literature of slavery with the literatures of exploration and the frontier,
Empire and Slavery traces the formative features of the national image of the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

The book Empire and Slavery in American Literature, 1820-1865 can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Empire and Slavery in
American Literature, 1820-1865? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Empire and Slavery in American Literature, 1820-1865 has simple shape however you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book.
So it is very wonderful.

Bessie Barrett:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Empire and Slavery in
American Literature, 1820-1865 book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Michael Due:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
go through. Empire and Slavery in American Literature, 1820-1865 can be your answer given it can be read
by you who have those short free time problems.

Helen Rios:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is Empire and Slavery in American Literature, 1820-1865 this reserve consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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