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Prisoners suffer in every conflict, but American servicemen captured during the Korean War faced a unique
ordeal. Like prisoners in other wars, these men endured harsh conditions and brutal mistreatment at the
hands of their captors.

In Korea, however, they faced something new: a deliberate enemy program of indoctrination and coercion
designed to manipulate them for propaganda purposes. Most Americans rejected their captors’ promise of a
Marxist paradise, yet after the cease fire in 1953, American prisoners came home to face a second wave of
attacks. Exploiting popular American fears of communist infiltration, critics portrayed the returning
prisoners as weak-willed pawns who had been “brainwashed” into betraying their country.

The truth was far more complicated. Following the North Korean assault on the Republic of Korea in June of
1950, the invaders captured more than a thousand American soldiers and brutally executed hundreds more.
American prisoners who survived their initial moments of captivity faced months of neglect, starvation, and
brutal treatment as their captors marched them north toward prison camps in the Yalu River Valley.

Counterattacks by United Nations forces soon drove the North Koreans back across the 38th Parallel, but the
unexpected intervention of Communist Chinese forces in November of 1950 led to the capture of several
thousand more American prisoners. Neither the North Koreans nor their Chinese allies were prepared to
house or feed the thousands of prisoners in their custody, and half of the Americans captured that winter
perished for lack of food, shelter, and medicine. Subsequent communist efforts to indoctrinate and coerce
propaganda statements from their prisoners sowed suspicion and doubt among those who survived.

Relying on memoirs, trial transcripts, debriefings, declassified government reports, published analysis, and
media coverage, plus conversations, interviews, and correspondence with several dozen former prisoners,
William Clark Latham Jr. seeks to correct misperceptions that still linger, six decades after the prisoners
came home. Through careful research and solid historical narrative, Cold Days in Hell provides a detailed
account of their captivity and offers valuable insights into an ongoing issue: the conduct of prisoners in the
hands of enemy captors and the rules that should govern their treatment.
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From reader reviews:

Samara Reed:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Cold Days in Hell: American POWs in Korea
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) can be good book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Jesse Harrison:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Cold Days in Hell: American POWs in Korea (Williams-Ford Texas
A&M University Military History Series) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price
is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Freddie Straughter:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its
deal with may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Cold Days in Hell: American POWs in
Korea (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) why because the great cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Angela Bauer:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Cold Days in Hell: American POWs in Korea
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) is simple to develop you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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