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"A wonderful compendium of everything you always wanted to know about trends in women's roles—both
in and out of the home. It is a balanced and data-rich assessment of how far women have come and how far
they still have to go. "—Isabelle Sawhill, Urban Institute

"Based primarily on the 1990 population census, Balancing Act reports on the current situation of American
women and temporal and cross-national comparisons. Meticulously and clearly presented, the information in
this book highlights changing behaviors, such as the growing incidence of childbearing to older women, and
unmarried women in general, and a higher ratio of women's earnings to men's. The authors' thoughtful
analysis of these and other factors involved in women's fin de siècle 'balancing act' make this an
indispensable reference book and valuable classroom resource." —Louise A. Tilly, Michael E. Gellert
Professor of History and Sociology, The New School for Social Research

In Balancing Act, authors Daphne Spain and Suzanne Bianchi draw upon multiple census and survey sources
to detail the shifting conditions under which women manage their roles as mothers, wives, and breadwinners.
They chronicle the progress made in education—where female college enrollment now exceeds that of
males—and the workforce, where women have entered a wider variety of occupations and are staying on the
job longer, even after becoming wives and mothers. But despite progress, lower-paying service and clerical
positions remain predominantly female, and although the salary gap between men and women has shrunk,
women are still paid less. As women continue to establish a greater presence outside the home, many have
delayed marriage and motherhood. Marked jumps in divorce and out-of-wedlock childbirth have given rise
to significant numbers of female-headed households. Married women who work contribute more
significantly than ever to the financial well-being of their families, yet evidence shows that they continue to
perform most household chores.

Balancing Act focuses on how American women juggle the simultaneous demands of caregiving and wage
earning, and compares their options to those of women in other countries. The United States is the only
industrialized nation without policies to support working mothers and their families—most tellingly in the
absence of subsidized childcare services. Many women are forced to work in less rewarding part-time or
traditionally female jobs that allow easy exit and re-entry, and as a consequence poverty is the single greatest
danger facing American women. As the authors show, the risk of poverty varies significantly by race and
ethnicity, with African Americans—most of whose children live in mother-only families—the most
adversely affected.

This volume contributes to the national dialogue about family policy, welfare reform, and responsibility for
children by highlighting the pivotal roles women play at the intersection of family and work.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rowe:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Balancing Act:
Motherhood, Marriage, and Employment Among American Women book as basic and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

John Buckner:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Balancing Act:
Motherhood, Marriage, and Employment Among American Women suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Balancing Act: Motherhood, Marriage,
and Employment Among American Womenis one of several books which everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Ryan Calhoun:

Typically the book Balancing Act: Motherhood, Marriage, and Employment Among American Women will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Balancing Act:
Motherhood, Marriage, and Employment Among American Women is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Theresa Kuykendall:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video games
all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a book. It is really
fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading a reserve.
The book Balancing Act: Motherhood, Marriage, and Employment Among American Women it is very good
to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high
quality.
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